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Some readers are apt to feel that Dr. Chapman, in his desire to 
furnish a broad perspective and exhaust the new material at his 
command, has at times gone too far afield from the topics under 
consideration, thereby impairing the unity of the work. This 
tendency has been corrected to some extent by the summary which 
introduces each chapter, but it would have been exceedingly help- 
ful to the reader if a general concluding chapter had been ap- 
pended, summing up the various contributions, which are often 
obscured by a great mass of details. On the whole, very few 
errors have come to the reviewer's notice. A slip or two in the 
first chapter might be noted. New Orleans was not founded by 
1716 (page 5). The Spanish establishments of eastern Texas can 
hardly be said to have been destroyed by the French in 1719 
(ibid). It seems possible that further investigation of the events 
of the administration of Teodoro de Croix may result in the light- 
ening of the burden of condemnation which Dr. Chapman has 
placed upon him. The reviewer personally would prefer to see 
the citations to documentary sources given in full in the foot- 
notes, instead of being concealed in the catalogue scheme that has 
been adopted. 

In spite of certain minor defects in style and organization, too 
much praise cannot be given to Dr. Chapman's book. It sets a 
new standard for historical writing in the field of Spanish col- 
onization within the United States, and should do much to cor- 
rect the narrow perspective characteristic of previous State his- 
tories in this field. W. B. Dunn. 



Collections of the Archive and History Department of the Texas 
State Library. Executive Series. Governors' Messages, 
Colce to Boss (Inclusive), 187^-1891. Edited by and for 
the Archive and History Department of the Texas State 
Library, 1916. 8vo, pp. viii, 820. 

Ordinarily one expects to find in the Introduction a statement 
of the scope and plan of the book, something concerning the 
sources from which the materials contained in the book were 
drawn, the arrangement of the materials decided upon, and what 
special problems, if any, the editor encountered in his work, 
knowledge of which may be of importance to those who use the 
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book. No such information is vouchsafed the reader of this vol- 
ume, except that the messages are arranged chronologically. 

"It was thought expedient to publish the Governors' messages 
first, beginning with the Coke administration and chronologically 
follow the administrations of the several Governors down to and in- 
cluding the present." In these words the editor defines the scope 
and plan of the series of volumes of which this is the first. The re- 
viewer regrets that the scope was not broadened so as to include 
the Governors' proclamations, and thus have in one series all the 
formal official messages issued by the Governor to the Legislature 
and to the people. 

There were four called sessions of the Legislature during the 
period covered by this volume. The proclamations convening two 
have been printed in full, those convening the other two have been 
passed over without mention, although they appear in the jour- 
nals quite as prominently as do those which are included. 

The editor's statement quoted above warrants one in assuming 
that it was his intention to include every message from the Gov- 
ernor to the Legislature during the period covered by this book. 
A hasty and incomplete examination of the principal sources only 
— the journals of the Senate and House of Representatives — 
shows that two hundred and seventy messages from that source 
alone were omitted and not mentioned. The volume contains 
about two hundred and fifty messages, printed in full or in sum- 
mary. The omission of this large number of messages, without 
one word of explanation from the editor, is difficult to account 
for. There is no evidence that the editor searched outside the 
printed journals for messages that may not have been included 
in the journals, such as veto messages filed after adjournment. 

Some of the omitted messages are of the same general character 
as those included. The annual message to the Fifteenth Legisla- 
ture, over forty pages in length, has been omitted (H. J., 10-54; 
S. J., 16-60). The biennial message to the Seventeenth Legis- 
lature (H. J., 8-11; S. J., 5-10), and a message on quarantine, 
a message on the sale and exchange of bonds, and a message on 
the judicial department, all long messages, have been omitted. A 
number of veto messages have been omitted, and a great many 
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messages making nominations and requesting the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate have been passed over without a reference. 

It has not been possible to examine the messages for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining whether they are true and exact copies of 
the originals. The following errors were discovered by a cursory 
reading: On page 288 the word "Tamaulipas" is misprinted 
"Camaulipas" and entered in the index under "C." The mes- 
sage on indebtedness of railroads to the school fund (page 340) 
is incomplete, about nine-tenths of it being omitted. The mes- 
sage in the middle of page 386' and the proclamation on page 488 
are incorrectly dated. The sum vetoed in the message on page 
523 is $3,970 instead of $970. 

Turning to the editorial contributions to the book, one notes 
the absence of a table of contents. This is a serious defect in 
itself, and it makes the accrediting of messages to their proper 
legislative sessions practically impossible without some additional 
source. Eeference to the journals without indicating the Legis- 
lature intended is even more troublesome. 

The explanatory footnotes are too few, in many cases too brief, 
and lack uniformity. When the Governor in his message refers 
to other documents for additional information, it is the editor's 
privilege and duty to indicate where such documents can be found, 
whether printed in the journals or not. In this manner the editor 
can enrich the work with the fruit of his own scholarship and 
smooth the path and economize time for all who come after him. 
The unsurpassed facilities offered by the files of the State Library, 
the Executive Office, and the other State departments have, how- 
ever, in too many instances been ignored in the present work. 

Errors in the footnotes occur on page 54 (205 should be 206), 
pages 55 and 57 (the reference is to page 54 not 80), page "88 
(198 should be 47), page 283 (912-913 should be 1005-6, and 
1207-1208 should be 1321-22), page 387 (6 should be 3), page 488 
(1 should be 3 in both cases), page 599 (929 should be 959), 
page 655 (208 should be 205-6). Beginning on page 140, the 
editor has supplied the messages with titles; preceding messages 
are without title. Titles are wanting on the following pages: 
147, 196, 282, and 361. When one comes to the biennial and 
general messages, obviously no more definite title is possible, but 
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the editor, nevertheless, has discarded them, and introduced in 
their place the term "initial message." As a consequence, there 
are two "initial" messages to the Eighteenth and to the Twentieth 
Legislature, and in the case of the called session of 1879 there is 
an "initial message," followed by three "supplemental" messages. 

In the opinion of the reviewer, the index is constructed with- 
out judgment, is poorly arranged, and is very incomplete. What 
reason is there for indexing under "Debt, public," and "Public 
debt"- — "Expenditure, public," "Public expenditures," and "State's 
expenditures"— Health officer, State," "Public health," and "State 
Health Officer," data that should be grouped under one head in 
each case. In some instances the information indexed has been 
misinterpreted; for example, Alta Vista is said to have been the 
former name of Prairie View Normal, and Thomas S. Gathright 
is called the president of this school. 

The publication of its archives is a public duty which Texas 
has too long neglected. Such work, when done, should conform 
to the highest standards. E. W. Winkler. 



San Antonio de Bexar: Historical, Traditional, Legendary. By 
Mrs. S. J. Wright. (Austin, Texas, 1916.) 

This volume is the work of Mrs. S. J. Wright, Past-President 
of the Texas Federation of Women's Clubs, and at present Chair- 
man of the History Committee of the same organization. It is 
intended to present in brief and popular form the chief facts in 
the history of San Antonio. As the title indicates, the author 
does not limit her narration to strict historical facts, but includes 
may romantic episodes which have been handed down through tra- 
dition, but hitherto inaccessible to the busy men or women, who 
have no time to search them out for themselves. The first ten 
chapters contain a running summary of the history of early Texas 
and San Antonio from the first occupation by Spain down to their 
absorption in the Union. For the Spanish period, Mrs. Wright 
has followed closely the work of Clark and Bolton. By so doing 
she has kept her narrative comparatively free from the blunders 
which have hitherto disfigured most popular historical sketches on 
early Texas history. Still later research than was accessible to 



